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Bellport Youth Football players pose for a picture with former Bellport varsity foot-
ball players (back row, from left) Will Strano, Stephen Schwicke, Jeremy Martinez,

an unidentified player and Ed Gowins.

Bellport varsity coaches Kyle Moodt (left) and Chris Baumann istruct youth football
players during the practice.
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Players return as mentors

Bellport football program kept vibrant by graduates

By MARK NOLAN

The storied Bellport High School varsity football
program remains a vibrant force, as former players con-
tinue to return to their roots to help assist in coaching
younger players.

In early August, the varsity team sponsored a summer
clinic for players in the Bellport Youth Football pro-
gram. Several former varsity players assisted with the
clinic, and a few of those players assisted with varsity
practices as well.

Notable recent graduates Stephen Schwicke, Will
Strano, Ed Gowins and Jeremy Martinez assisted with
the summer camp, while Schwicke and Strano have
been regulars at the varsity team’s summer practices.
Schwicke, a 2006 Bellport High School graduate, won
the Collota Award as the county’s best linebacker in

2005. Strano, who also graduated from Bellport in 2006,
‘won the Zellner Award as the county’s best lineman.

Bellport varsity football head coach Joe Cipp Jr. said
having former players come back to assist helps empha-
size the family values of the program. “Our program is
built around family values,” Cipp said. “We're a close-
knit group. When kids who have graduated come back
and help the players, it validates what we're preaching,
that it’s a family.”

Assistant football coach Jeff Cipp, who runs the sum-
mer clinic, said having former varsity players help youth
football players keeps the Bellport football program
strong. “It’s like having 50 coaches for the summer clin-
ic,” Jeff Cipp said. “The guys coming back are from the
2005-06 teams. They were the first ones in the Bellport
Youth Program, so they get a chance to talk to the kids
and say how cool it is to be a part of the youth program.

It’s a hands-on thing. Not only do the kids get to see the
varsity players, but they’re doing drills, running with
them and having fun.”

Joe Cipp Jr. said varsity and youth players benefit
from having college players on the field in many ways.
“The big thing they emphasize is that they're on the field
right now,” Cipp said. “They have that on-field experi-
ence, which hopefully we as coaches have as well.
Maybe they see a little tiny thing they can help someone
with. They're talking to the kids. It's not so much what
they're saying but that they're actually taking time to
recognize someone. We have 47 kids out this year and
some of them may never play a lick of football, but some
kid on a full athletic scholarship in college is taking time
to come over and put his arm around him. It accentuates
the brotherhood and family we have here.” B
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Week of: Thurs Thurs Fri Fri Sat Sun Sun Mon Mon Tues Tues Wed Wed
_Aug, 13-19 | am pm.___ am. pm____am p.m. am. p.m. am, p.m. am pm___ am p-m.
Sandy Hook 103 AM 126 PM 202AM  22APM 307TAM  334PM 417 AM 444PM  53TAM  551PM  B31AM  BS51PM 726 AM 744 PM
Patchogue 42BAM  4S4PM  S2TAM  553PM G32AM  GSEPM  742AM  BOOPM  BS52AM  918PM 9S5AM  101GPM  1051AM  1109PM
Ballpart 448AM  S14PM S4TAM  G13PM B52AM. TOGPM  BO2ZAM  B29PM  G12AM  938PM  1016AM  1038PM  TL11AM. 1129PM
Mastic Beach 430AM  ASTPM  522AM  S56PM  G3SAM  TO2PM  T4TAM  B12PM BSTAM  920PM  1001AM  1020PM  1055AM  1113PM
Moriches Bay 43TAM  SD4PM  S35AM  GODIPM  G42AM  TOGPM  TSAAM  BISPM GOMAM  G27PM 1008AM  1027PM  T103AM. 1120PM
Moriches Inket 1203 AM  1229PM 102 AM 128PM 207 AM 2JPM 3ITAM JMPM A2TAM. 451 PM S531AM  S5IPM B26AM  G44PM
Shinnecock Canal| 1212AM  123GPM  111AM  138PM  217AM  244PM  329AM  354PM  430AM  S502PM  543AM  GO2PM  G3BAM  GSSPM
Sayvilie 444AM  SI0PM  S43AM  G0OPM  B48AM  TISPM  7SBAM  B25PM  GOSAM  932PM  1002AM  1032PM 1107AM. 11:25PM
Hay Shore ISOAM  433PM  44B8AM  535PM  SSTAM  B3I9PM  GS4AM  T40PM  7SSAM  BITPM BSTAM  930PM  942AM  1020PM
Fire Island Inlet 1223AM  1245PM 122 AM T4BPM 22TAM  2EAPM 33TAM  4D4PM 447 AM 511 PM 551AM  B11PM  G45AM T4 PM




